
Halls Farm Allotments and Leisure Gardens Association

Advice & Information for New Plot Holders
Welcome
Welcome to your allotment at Halls Farm. We hope you will enjoy the opportunity to grow 
healthy food on our lovely site. Whether you intend to grow fruit, vegetables or flowers; use 
organic, permaculture or traditional methods, whether you are already a confident gardener or 
a complete beginner there are certain basics which you need to bear in mind. Please read the 
advice below, some may be obvious but it’s based on the shared experiences of new plot 
holders.

Tackling The Plot
Don’t try to cultivate your whole plot at once. It’s far better to work at it steadily for a couple 
of hours at a time, two or three days a week over a period of months or even a couple of  
years. We have seen a fair few plotholders over the years who try to tackle too much at once 
and then leave it because they got bored, exhausted or despairing! Regular visits are the key 
so that you don't suddenly find that everything is overgrown again and all your hard work 
undone.

The first full year will probably be the hardest. You may have inherited a neglected plot, full of  
grass, bindweed and horse tails. Please don’t even think of rotavating it as you will cut up the 
perennial weed roots into tiny pieces which will then become thousands of new plants. Its far 
better to gradually clear small areas by digging and removing weed roots. Keep as much of 
the plot as possible covered with weighted down plastic sheeting or cardboard to inhibit weed 
growth.

We carry out plot inspections four times a year during the summer months starting in March. 
We expect that at first you gradually increase the cultivation on your plot throughout the 
season. We need to see cultivation, growing crops – not just a mown plot. Weeds need to be 
kept under control as they can easily seed onto your neighbour’s plot if left to grow.

Almost all plots on site are on a slight slope. Try to dig  up the slope towards the highest 
ground. This will minimise the large drops that have developed between some of the paths 
and plots on site.

You can burn any dry plant material on one of the community bonfire sites (plot numbers 7A 
and 35A) on the last Sunday of each month. You must not bring any rubbish from outside 
onto the site for burning.

Improving the Soil
Our soil has bands of clay so in dry weather it may be baked hard and when wet it can be 
heavy and sticky. However it is fertile, and can be quickly improved by digging in compost. We 
occasionally have horse manure delivered to the site and we collect up our grass clippings, 
these are in bins by the Milk St car park area and are available for everyone. They are great 
soil improvers when rotted down. Please note that the grass bin is only for grass clippings and 
not for weeds or clods of grass roots. A local stables will deliver you an entire load of manure 
for a very modest fee if requested (the details are on the site noticeboard). 

Structures
You may want to build or buy a shed, or you may fancy a poly tunnel or small greenhouse. 
You must ask the Committee before you go ahead with putting up any structures. You will be 
given planning permission if the building is not too big and is sited considerately, but if you 
haven’t checked you may have to take it down - so please ask first. 

Mowing
There is a manual mower in the wheelbarrow shed, and petrol mowers are available to borrow 
– you will  need to attend a demonstration on site  and pay a £5 key deposit  for  access. 
Strimmers are available to borrow for a small  fee on Community Work Days. If you have 
inherited a particularly overgrown plot, the committee may allow you to borrow a strimmer at 



another time by appointment. Please return all equipment cleaned and in working order. You 
are responsible for maintaining the right hand path of your plot (looking from the main path). 
We also ask that you mow the central path in front of your plot. 

The Shop
The shop is open most weekends and any Committee member will open it up for you. You can 
buy compost, slug pellets, fertilizer, bamboo canes etc at cost – we do not aim to make a 
profit  out  of  you!  We  also  stock  seed  potatoes,  shallots,  onions  and  garlic  during  the 
appropriate  season.  A discount seed scheme with  one of  the main seed suppliers is  also 
organised – look out for details. 

Site Visitors
It’s great to see children on site and we are welcoming increasing numbers of children and 
young families. Please remember though that the allotment site is not a playground and make 
sure that your children don’t stray on to other plots, play in the car park or go too close to the 
stream. The stream in particular is very dangerous and has been contaminated in the past; it  
is also a home for rats. You are responsible for your children while on site. 

You are welcome to bring adult visitors on site with you – but again, you are responsible for 
them. Please note that there should not be anyone visiting your plot when you are not there – 
it is not permitted to give the gate code to anyone else. If you do have anyone that needs to 
come on site without you then they should be made an associate member (£2 annual fee). 

If you bring your dog on site you must keep it on a lead on your plot and clear up after it if  
necessary.

Gate Locks
The code for the gate, the toilets and the wheelbarrow store are the same. Please make sure 
that you turn the numbers after using the padlock so that the code is kept secret.  Please 
ensure that you always close, lock and scramble the lock after gaining access to the site and 
do not pass on this number to anyone who is not a plot holder. At the moment the code 
is:

Difficulties
If you are having difficulties or can’t cultivate your plot for some time for any reason –illness, 
family problem, demands of work etc please tell the Committee- by letter, email or phone. 

Disclaimers 
You are responsible for your own safety while on site and the safety of anyone else,  
adult or child, that you bring with you. Plotholders using Halls Farm equipment do  
so at their own risk. 

Finally
Please do read the Newsletters and keep an eye on the various Notice Boards to keep in touch 
with what is going on. It’s a good idea to read through the Constitution, which is online or you 
can have paper copy, to make sure you understand the rules and regulations. It is on the HFA 
website.

There are huge amounts of expertise and experience on site, so do ask for advice or help. It’s 
a friendly site, plot holders share advice, produce and their time generously. Please stop and 
chat to your neighbours and do join in the various social activities and Community Work Days 
- being part of a community is part of the considerable pleasure of having an allotment.

Contact
Please contact a committee member if you have any queries or concerns.

• Phone: 07771 949830           
• E mail: hallsfarm@hotmail.co.uk
• Website: http://hallsfarmallotments.weebly.com

Last updated by PJD June 2013


